"Fire 4 Subject: * 


O R, THE 


* Engliſhnans Birthaght : 


Aſſerted againſt all | 
TYRANNICAL UVSURPATIONS 


EITHER IN 


CHUR CH 


S T. N T E. 
Gs 
ES 


LONDON, a.” <7 


THE 


FREE-BORN SUBJECT; 
OR, 


The Engliſhmans Birthught : 
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oO to take my Text to pieces 3 By a 
, Free-bozn Subject, is meant a perſon 
that is born under the Protection of the 
Law x and thereby entitled to certain 
known Immunities and Privileges, as 
his Hirth right. But then he is likewiſe 
tied up; by the fame Law, to certain 
Rules and Meaſures of Obedience to Go- 
vernment. So that he ſcems to be Free in one reſpect; and 
SubjeF in another. Now how far he is Erfranchiſed by 
this Liberty, and how far Limited by that Subjedtion, will 
be the Queſtion. 4 

You ſhall ſeldom or never find this expreſſion uſed, but 
as a kind of Popular Challenge; and ſtill in favour of the 
Free-bozn, without any regard at all to the Subicit. 
Whereas we ſhould as well confider the Authority of an 
Imperial Prince on the one hand; as the Privileges of a 
Free-born People on the other. And not fo far miſtake, ei- 
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ther the Force or the Intent of MagnaCharta, and the Peti- 
tion of Richt ; (by which we claim to theſe Liberties 
as if by being diſcharged of our aſalage, we were alſo 
diſcharged of our Alegiance. 

The Englichmans Birthzight ſounds much to the 
ſame purpoſe too, with the Free-born Subjeſt: Only there 
lies a ſtronger Emphaſis (m Common Speech ) upon the 
word Engliſhman. As when we ſpeak of a Brave Man, 
that ſtands up for the Honour and Defence of his Country 3 
ſuch a one, we cry is a Right Engliſhman, a True Enęlill- 
MAN. 

Now.to the end that we may not be milled by the 
Sound and Jingle of Words; into a falſe, and dangerous 
Notion of Things; let us repair to the Law, which is the 
Known, and Common Standard of our Civil Adios: that 
we may not either give up our Own juſt Rights on the 
One hand, or Encroachupon his Majeſties, on the Other. 
For it is the Law that marques out the Metes and Bounds 
both of King and People: that ſhews how far we are to Go, 
and where to Stop; and teaches us to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
Liberty and Sedition ; betwixt a True, Ri Fe Old Ene liſb- 
man, and a ſhuffling, double- heurted Moderm Impoſtor. 

As we have our Legal Rights, fo we lie under Legal Re- 
ftritions too: And the King likewiſe hath his Legal Pre- 
rogativet, which are alſo accompanied with certain Legal 
Limitations. From whence it appears, that the Law ſerves 
as a Common Rule and lies as a Common Obligation both 
upon Prince and Subje@. 

And yet — there be a Duty Incumbent on both ſides , 
there is a great difference even in point of Law it ſelf, be- 


twixt the Kings Violation of the Law, and the Peoples. 
Fhe King breaks his Word, the People forfeit their Bond. 
They are Both of them Boxnd alike in Conſcience ; but the 
People are over and above engaged upon a Penalty. It makes 
A huge noiſe in the World, that Kings are bound by the Law; 
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4: well as the People. And ſo they are, in Honour and Con- 
ſcience, but no further : And this ariſes from the very Na” 
ture of Government it ſelf: For whereſoever the Laſt Ap- 
peal lies, there reſts the Government. And there can be #o 
Government at all, without the Eſtabliſhment of a Final Re- 
ſelt, for otherwiſe the King ſhall Judge the People and the 
People Rejudge the King; and ſo the Controverhie ſhall run 
round World without end. Take notice now that a# Appeals 
move from a Lower Court, or Sentence, to a Superionr ; and 
conſider then, how ridiculous it were to Appeal Downward ; 
or from Sovereign Princes, to any other Power, than to the 
K ing of Kings, who alone 1s above them. 

But let us put the Caſe now, that a Prince miſ-governs: 
How ſhall he be tried? It muſt be either By the Law or With- 
out it. If the Former, where is the Law that ſays, The Peo- 
ple may call their Soveraign to accompt, in caſe he does not 
Govern according to Law ? Or if they cannot produce ſuch 
a Law, the Aſcrtion is Treaſonons. If the Latter, we are at 
our Old Salus Populi again: Which, in one word, is no 
other then a direct Diſlolution of the Law, and a Proſtitu- 
tion of Authority to the Will of the Multitude. 

Having —— ſtated the Conditions, and Advantages 
of a Free-born SubjeF, and of our Enghſb Birthrieht; : we 
ſhall now proceed to the aſſerting of theſe our Privileges, 
_= all Tyrannical Uſurpations, either in matter of 

eligion or State. And fitſt a word of Tyrannical Uſur- 


pations- 


Under this Head may be compriſed all forts of Valeuct 
and Oppreſſion ; (by what means, or Inſtrument; (oever ex- 
erciſed) contrary to Law and Juſtice. By Tyranny, we do 
underſtand An Unjuſt Dominttion ; or an Abuſe of a Law- 
ful Power, to the injury of the People : as if a Prince ſhould 
turn a Legal Government into an Arbitrary. Now we com- 
monly reckoo That for an V/ſarpetion, when One man takes 
upon 
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upon bim the Right of another, without any Title to it at 4. 
As our late Oliver was called Dſarper. And there are alſo 
Mixt Caſes; (as was That before mentioned) where Tyranny 
and Uſarpation meet Both in One. 

According to This Diviſion we may be oppreſſed three ſe- 
veral ways ʒ either Immediately by the Prince himſelf ; or 
Mediately by his Miniſters, as by ſpecial Direction and Com- 
mand; Or otherwiſe we may be ſimply oppreſſed, one Subs 
jet by another. But (till theſe Oppreſſuons are Illegal every 
way; and the Queſtion is Now, what Legal Relief in the 
Calc? For as the Law entitles us to the Privileges we claim, 
and tothe. enjoyment of them: ſo does the Law likewiſe 
appoint, and chalk us out the Methods of * and 
Maintaining our Riehts, in caſe they be invaded. So that 
we muſt onely Oppoſe Legal Remedies to Illegal Wrongs ; 
and not think to deliver our ſelves from one Violence by 
another. For Popular Commotions are the moſt Criminal 
and Dangerows of all ſorts of Oppreſſions. Other Oppreſſions 
may lie Heavy upon particular Perſons ; but This is an Op- 
preſſion of Law and Goverament it (elf. And it is as Foo- 
liſh as it is Impiows ;, For while we Phanhe all things to be 
Lan ful tor us, becauſe we ſuffer magy, things againſt Law, 
we incur a Leeal —— of all our Privileges, by the 
wrlawful manner of endeavouring to preſerve them. 

It is a Maxim in Law, but not in Morals, that the King 
can do norrone ; tor he may ſhed Innocent Bloud with his 
own hard, which is the Greateſt of IWrongs ; but it is not 
looked upon however as a Wrong in Law, becauſe there is 
no Law to queſtion him for it. The Ordinary ſhift upon 
this Point is, That the King may be ſued, and that conſequent- 
ly be os anſwerable to the Law. To which I fay, with 
a Diſtinction, that the Kind hath a Twofold Right, a Right 
of Dominion, and a Nieht of Propriety. In the Fermer 
— is the point in Queſtion) there lies no AGion of 

Inthe other there may, for otherwiſe he might take 
away 
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away any thans Free-bold at pleaſure. And were it not a 
wild thing to imagine otherwiſe, when according to the 
veryStile of the Law, all Writs, Trials, and Forms of Ju- 

ce run in the K ings name, So that admitting their Suppo- 
fition, the King fits Judge pon him af 

When the late Underminers of the Government found 
that they could not ſhake the Royal Authority This way, 
(for it was attempted) they had recourſe afterward to the 
Phanſie of a Coordinate Government + making the King, 
Lords, and Commons, to be the Three Ejtates;, in ſtead of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal; and the Commons re- 

reſented in Parliament. Which miſtake being (wallowed 

y the Undiſcerning Multitude, proved the Foundation 
of our Common Ruine. This 'Whimſie being now (et 
on foot again, I ſhall beſtow a Word or two upon the Un- 
masking of that pernicious and ſenflefs Pretence, and make 
it appear, that the Poſition is Deſtructive, not onely of the 
Three — (as ſome account them) but ot the very Being 
of Parliaments. 

Sup the Government to b. Coordinate, (as theſe 
People will have it) any Tir» Parts of che Three may Ont 
the The Kinglics at the Mercy of the Lords and 
Commons; the Commons at the Mercy of the King and the 
Lords; and the Lords as much at the Mercy of the King 
and Commons. So that at this rate no body knows today, 
what Government we ſhall have to morrow. This is the 

aſt Ratio of a Coordinate State; and then to colour the 
nvention, they tell us that the wag Simgnlis Major, 
Minor 3 Greater then the Diffuſroe' Body of the 


People, ron to the ColleFive. Which ſtrikes at the 
very Root of Parliaments; for if it be True, that a Prince 
by calling of a Parliament dethrones himſelf; what Prince 
would ever call a Parliament? — 

As it is clear that Sovereign Power is Sacred, and not to 


be Touched ; it is no lefs Clear on the other de, Ge 
t 


1 * 
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the Executors of Illegal Powers and Violences may be que- 
ſtioned ;; for that the Law puts no difference betwixt ave 
Subje and another, but provides for Common Juſtice be- 
twixt man and man, 2 any ditterence ot regard to 
Dienities or Perſons. And as it appoints us ſuch a Relief 
in ſuch and ſuch Caſes; ſo does it like wiſe ordam and di- 
rect ſuch and ſuch Puniſhments in other Caſes, according as 
the wiſdom of the Law-makers hath found convenient. 
So that he is upon his (Good behaviour, cither tor Redreſs, or 
Puniſhment. 

But I hear many people ſay, that tis True, the Law pro- 
vides well enough for ws; but what if Juſtice be overaw'd and 
obſtruded £ My'en(wer is, that we are to help our ſelves 
by Law, if we gab; butit the Law will ot relieve us, we 
mult be Patient : eſpecially in a Caſe, where tis ĩimpoſli- 
ble to find a Remedy that is not worle then the Diſeaſe. 
Let us but look alittle into the Conſequences, of paſhing 
That Line, · and taking upon us to be our Own Carvers. 
Firſt; by Tranſgreſſing the Bownds of the Law, we caſt 
our ſelves out of the ProteBion of it. Secondly, by decli- 
ning the Common Equity of it, we run into Partialities and 
Fadions, and every man makes himſelf both Judge and 
Party. Thirdly, from a Certain and Infafible Proviſion for 
the Stating and Determining of all Controverſies ; we tranl- 
port our ſelves into an Abſolute Impoſſibility ot ever Recos- 
ciling them, I might have ſaid, of Onderſtanding them 
For Fowrthly; from matter of Fad, we betake our ſelves 
to Queſtions and Propoſitions of Notion: as the Law of Na- 
ture, Self-preſervation, &c. which ſignifie nothing more, 
then to puzzle the Multitude, and confound the Grder ot 
Civil Adminiſtration, For there can be no Proof made of 
a Thought; but under Countenance of Theſe Blinds, the 
Ambitious, the Revengeful, the Neceſſitous, the Factions, the 
Covetows, the Malicious, and the like, Stalk to their Un- 
righteows and Self.Exds. And what's the Iſſue of all This, 

but 
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but that, when by Coveting more then did belong to us, 
we have loft what we had : when by forlaking the Knows, 
and the Saft ways of Peace and Juſtice, we have wandered 
out our Lives in Pathleſs, Dangerows, aud Uncomfortable 
Errors; without either Light or Guide to ſet us right 
again: When we have been led by a Falſe Shew 9 Liber- 
ty, as by an In Fata, through Boggs and Ditches, and 
all in purſuit of a Slettiſl Vapour : When by breaking the 
Bond of Humane Society, we have turned a Community into 
a Deſert ; and like Wild Beaſts, torn one another to pic ces. 
What is the frait at laſt of all our Wd Adee . but 
Bondage, Beegery, Shame, and Late Repentance , 80 that 
our Beſt and Sureſt Way will be, for every man to look to 
his Own Province, without intermeddling in the Jurifdi- 
on of Another. 

Having ſufficiently diſcourſed upon the £xality of Ty- 
cannical Aſurpations, we come now to Religion and 
Statt, as the Subje# Matter they are to work upon: 
Wherein we (ball Diſtinguiſh betwixt Ty:anny, as an Ack 


of the Government 3 and Uſurpation, as a Claim of the 


Touching the Power of Kings, and the Poſſib.lity of D- 
ranny, in the matter of Religion 3 the Queſtion falls into a 
—_— Compatls : for Conſcience lies out of the Reach 
of And the Powers of Government are oncly exer- 
ciſed upon Owvert, and Senſible Ad. But the point in 
hand however is This: Firſt, What #& intended by the 
Tranny fre fon of * Secondly, How arc we to behave 
our ſelves, in Ca < Tyzanny * 

here may be Tyranny, either in forcing a man, (upon a 
Penalty). to Remownce the Right Religion, or to Embr 


«ce 4 
Falſe One : Or in Probibiting to any man, the Freedom of 
— — And all theſe Caſes vary accor- 


ding to the Conſtitution — UTR” 


- 
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of the Governoww. For the ſame thing may be Lan ſal in 
One place, and not in Another; and to Owe Perſon too, and 
not to Another: And it may be more or leſs Excuſable alſo, 
according to Theſe Circumſtances. In ſhort; It is a Tp- 
ranny, to preſs a man to a Falſe Worſhip  ATptanny to 
puniſh him tor adhering to a Trac one A Thannp to hin- 
der any man from Wor/! ipping God as he Owght : And the 
Tyranny it ſelf, is yet farther acgravated, if it be done in 
Oppoſution to the Law of the Land; And to the Conſcience 
of the Ruler, as well as to Common Equity. But ſtill when 
have loſt Liberty, Eſtate, nay and V. e it ſelf, by reaſon of 
Religion; my Religion it ſelf is preſerved Ixviolate, even 
when my Bod) lies in Aſhes. The Prince that Adr ail theſe 
Thramnies, hath undoubtedly a great deal to anſwer for to 
Almighty God: But what Remedy is there for the Subject 
that Suffers them? And let That be the next Point. 

In Caſe of fuch Perſecutions as afordaid, I know no more 
then Theſe Foxr ways of Application, for _ Eier by 
Prayer to Almighty God; By Recourſe to the Law, for 
Protedtion 5 By Petuien to the Government, for Indul;ence, 
and Compaſſion ; Or elſe, to trie it we can deliver our ſelves 
by Dired Force. 

The Firſt, is a ſure Expedient in all Caſes: for where 
we are not Dehwoered from our Aﬀrctions, Our Aﬀictions 
are yet, by Gods Providence, turned into Comforts, Inthe 
Secend place, we may make the beſt of the Law, provided 
that we do not make the Law Felo de ſe, and raiſe In ſeren- 
ces of Equitable — in Contradiction to the ed 
and Expreſs Letter of it. As for Example; By the Law, 
we have a Lawful Right to ſuch and ſuch Libertas; and 
herein we ave the Law to Friend, But —— make any 
attempt to compaſs theſe Lawful Ends lawful Meant, 
the Law is point blank againſt us. 7 4 

Our Next Reſort is, by Petition to the Government ; 
which is a Courſe, Lawdable and Fair's. proyided ws 
r 
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clear of Rancory and Clamonys and addreſs to the Magi- 
ſtrate not to the Mwltitnde : For it is not the Exd of thole 
Popular Papers to Sollicite Relief, but to Provoke Tumulti; 
and under the Countenance of begging ( owpajjzon toward 
the People, to ſtir up Sedition againit the Government. For 
Lewd Characters of Men breed I Thoughts of them ; and 
Evil Thoughts break out into Wicked Actions; and the rea. 
dieſt way in the World to a Rebellion is, toſtirtle the Vale 
gar with an Apprehenſion of Tyranny. It all this will not 
do, there remains nothing more, but either Patience or 
Foree. The Former was of the Primitive, and the Later 
hath been the practice of our Modern Chriſtians; but whe- 
ther they do Hell or [in it, ſhall be now examined. 

It hath done a great deal of Miſchief in thc World, the 
Miſconſtruction of That Text that bids us Obey God rather 
then Ban, For the People are not well aware, that, Firſt, 
in Obeying of Magiſtrates in all Warrantable Caſes, they 

zod alſo, in That Civil Obrdicnce. Secondly, Sup- 

_y the Command of the Spree Magiſirat: to be rel 
y Oppoſite to the Expreſs Will of God : 1 will not Obey him 

in That Caſe, but I am not yet diſcharged of my Duty to 
him in Other Cafes : for he is never the leſs a Lawful Magi- 
ſtrate; (even for not being a CH and will not Reſift 
him in Any: Thirdly, the Law of Nation makes all 
Motions and Infurrections whatſoever, without Lecal Au- 
thority, to be Riotows, Seditious, or 2 — Aſemblies, 

Forrthly, Allowing this Latitude to the People, that they 
may Confederate, and Riſe, tor the Defence of Tiba; they 
may as well riſe for the Sui werſſom of it : for we have but 
their bare Words, either for the Ore, or for the Other. 
Fifthly, It Authorizes every man to ſet up a Church 
himſelf, in his Own Phanſie ; and in ſtead of carrying his 
Body to the Doctor for a Fit of the Spleen, he brings his Con- 

ſcience, forſooth, to the Government, to be cured of a Reve- 
lation. And this Licenſe, in one word, ſets up the Crotchet 

B 2 of 
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of every Sickly Brain, in Competition with Chriſtianity i 
ſelf, and the Politique Peace. 

What if I ſhould fay now, that there was never any 
War in the World undertaken 1 upon the Accompt 
ot Religion, that was not utterly Onlawful;, unleſs in Cafes 
of Gods Extraordinary and Peculiar Diſpenſations. For, 
Firjt , Wnat are the Certain and Neceſſary Effects of Har, 
but Blowd, Rapine, Oppreſſzon ; the Multiplying of ſo many 
Widows and Orphans ; Depopnlating of Countries, and King- 
dos; and the Vola ion ot all Rights, Sacred and Profane ? 
Are Thelen »w the Works of the Goſpel ? And what is Neli- 
gion the better for all this? Theſeare Sacrifices for Moloch; 
and This is a R.lieion, and an Oblation, fitter for an Inſenſible 
and Implacable Idol, then for the God of Love and Peace. 

Let us but conſider now, what a D-luge of Impietp 
flows in upon Humane Nature with This Opinion. The 
Papiſt falls foul upon the Proteſtant ;, the Proteſtant upon 
the Papiſt; the Chriſtian upon the Mahumetan, the Mahu- 
met am upon the Chriſtian : It lets all People, and all Parties 
together by the Ears, onely for Diverſity of Thoughts. It 
makes Authority Ridiculows, it fruſtrates the very Laws of 
Nations, and lays the World again in Common. Now if 
This be fo Peſtilent a Doctrine, taken onely at Large; 
How much more Diabolical is it, for S»bjects, upon This 
Uneodly Pretext, to go about to Embroyl a Well Regulated 
State; and to charge their Souls with Perjury, Schiſm, and 
Rebellion, over and above the Common Crimes that accom- 
pany Hoſtile Irvalons. 

As the Law hath been hitherto, fo it muſt be hencefor- 
ward the Rule and * ot all our Proceedings. In the 
Section of Tyranny, the Queſtion was, How the Subject 


ſhould demean him{clf toward the Prince, in the Caſe of ſuch 


and ſuch Oppreſſions in matter of Religion. But now, in 
Caſe of an Uſxrpation, the Queſtion is, How far the Govern- 
ment ſhould comply with a Popular Importunity ; or 
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bow far the People ſhould gratifie one another. Of which 
we have ſpoken ſo much at large elſewhere, that the leſs 
will ſerve in this place. 

The Word Ujarpation, implies the AfeTing or Invadi 
of Anothers Right; which, in the point of Religion, — 
needs be ve ar gerows 3 becaute the People are ſo eaſily 
diſpoſed to ſwallow That Deadly Pill. I do not reckon a 
bare and ſimple Diſſent from the 3 — Dedrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church, to be an Uſurpation : For poſſi- 
bly there may be a Real S. ruple, or want of due Informa- 
tion in the Caſe. But when That Diſſent comes to be 
Practical; when it comes to make Parties, to Divide 
into Sects, to Plead and to Challenge the Law; it is no 
longer a Plea of Conſcience, but a direct - "hp againſt 
the Government, It is a Nurſery of Hereſjes , over and 
above; And a Liberty, utterly Inconſiſtent with the 
Meaſures of Political Juſtice and Prudence. For Firſt , 
They Agree among themſelves in the ſingle point onely of 
Departing from U-; And they are not, in Conjunction, more 
diſlatisfied with our Eccleſraſtical Laws and Decrees, then 
they are ſeverally, among themſelves, one Sect with another, 
So that it is, in this reſpect, impoſſible to pleaſe them. 
And Secondly, It is no leſs dangerous to offer at it, in other 
Conſiderations. For Firſt, upon the Current of Long and 
Conſtant Experience, they have been always found Inſatia- 
ble: Never eſteeming what they had, to be Ernongh, till 
they had gotten 47, The late King gave them ſtill more 
and more; and the more he Gave, the more they Craved; 
and turned his Bownty, at laſt, to his Deſtruction. He did 
effectually, in favour of their Importunines , Strip himſelf, 
to his Revenue, his Crown, and his a_ and all That, 
They t90k. Another danger is, that the very men that ul 
a Toleration, are Principled againſtit. And Iſee not the leaſt 
ſhadow of a Reaſon , why they that will not Tolerate Others , 
ſhonld be Tolerated Themſelves. And truly as little Ground 
to 
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for the Acking of it, as for the — it. For Firſt, 
Why ſhould the Unity of the Church be broken, and the 
Peace of it diſturbed , in favour of the Enemiesof it; and 
to the D/ſcouragement of the Churches Friends Secondly, 
As the Act of Oniformity hath the Full and Solemn Com- 
plement of a Bizding Lat; why may they not as well 
demand a Diſpenſation for Rebellion, as tor Schiſm ? And 
uarrel any other Law, nay, one after another, the whole 
dy of the Law, as well as That The Law is the Efta- 
bliſhed Rule of our Adions; and they will have every wan- 
dering Phanſie to be a Rule to the Law. They themſelves 
fly from the Law, and their Complaint is, that the Law 
doth not — them. This Method fruſtrates the very 
Order of Providence, and makes all Proviſions of Govern- 
ment to be Vain and Qſeleſs. They cannot pretend to 
Charge this Law with any Defe@, in regard either of the 
Civil, or the Eccleſiaſtical Authority of it. Here is, Firſt, 
The Judgment of the Church duly Conven'd, touching the Meet- 
weſs and Convenience of the Rites and Forms therein Contai- 
ned. Secondly , There is the Royal Sandion, Approving, 
and Authorizing thoſe Rites and Forms; and requiring our 
Exad Obedience to them. Thirdly, The Matter of the Law 
here in queſtion, is our Own dd; tor that we our ſelves are 
Concluded in the Vote of our Repreſentatives. Againſt 
Theſe Dſarpations we have Lawenough : And fo we have 
likewiſe againſt thoſe that follow in Matter of State: 
which may be reduced to O/arpations upon us, in Matter 
of Life, Liberty, or Eſtate. 

There is an Uſarpation upon the Magiſtrate 5 and there 
is an Varpation upon the Subject : Upon the Fermer in te- 
ſpect either of Title, or of Power; both which Caſes are 
Determinable, and Relievable by the Law: And fo allo is 
any Oppreſſion upon the Subject: That is to fav, where 
One Su — oppreſſes Another. When I Hy Determina- 
ble and Relievable by Law, my mcaning is, that the — 

t 
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hath competently provided for the Freedom and Security 
both of King and People And the Remedy (ſeldom fails, 
where it is 2 applied, and Ligoronſiy purſued. 

But when the Dignity of Government may be vilified 
Gratis, the Kine Miniſters and Friends beſpattered with 
Billing ſgate Libels , and his profeſs Enemies — — and 
encouraged: when his Majeſties Ile as well as his Preroga- 
tive and Reputation, ſhall come to be the ſubje of every 
Bawling Pamphlet; and the Bounds of Sovereign Power tobe 
debated by Porters and Carmen, over Pots of Ale : when not 
onely the Reverend and Lawful Miniſters, and the Apoſtoli- 
cal Order of the Church, (hall be Derided and 7 but 
Religion it ſelf paſs onely for a Sham, a piece of Prieft-Craft, 
and be publiſhed in Print, for no more in t then a 
Political Art of getting a Hank upon the People : when ſuch 
Outrages, I ſay, as Theſe come to be daily committed over 
and over, in the very face of the Sun, and the Laws ſuffered 
to Sleep, that ſhould repreſs, and puniſh them what can be 
the Event of This Inbamane I icenſe, but Confuſtor, and 
— . — if it comes to That once, it was our Own 

ule, for not putting a Timely and a Legal Stop to Theſe 
Andaciows Uſer pations, F ba 


The Poſitions and the Methods that brought on our late 
Troubles, are now Revived and Practiſed every day afrefh : 
We have our Se our Remonſtrances, and all things, to 
the Old Tune of Curſe ye Meroz, and To your Tents, O Ifrael : 
moſt manifeſtly tending to the Unhinging of the Govern- 
went 5 and as certainly —_ the Subverſion of the 
Church and of the State, The 1 and the Iapu¹ty of 
theſe Libels, * * Wonder to me, if I were 


not ſatisfied, that the Oe is clearly the Effect of the Other : 


For their eſcaping puniſhment, looks as if the Government 
were afraid of the Ralle; and then their without 
Auſwer, gives a kind of Credit to their 5 


It 


- 
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It is nota Work for a Gentleman to Rake a Dunghil, and 
to gather up the Peoples Vomit : But yet out of a Fooliſh 
Zeal and Tenderneſs for a Duty that hath onely given me 
Mifery in This World, and the hope of Comfort in a Better; 
I cannot but endeavour to poſleſs others with the ſame 
ſenſe of theſe Indignities which I have my ſelf; and to 
lay open this Spirit of Caluwmny and Slander : Theſe Unco- 
verers . their Fathers Nakedneſs , and Defilers of the Ho- 
mour of our Common Mother. 

My Onely Encouragement to This Undertaking, is the 
Title I have to be believed init. For I am ſo far from 
being Bribed into this Office, either by the Tre of Paſt Ob- 
ligations, or by the Proſpect of Benefits to come , That (with 
Infinite Acknowledgments of his Majeſties Grace and 
Goodneſs to me) I deſie any man to produce another Gen- 
tleman in the Kings Domimons, under my Circumſtances, 
that hath ſuffered ſo many Illegal, Arbitrary, and Mean 
Injuſtices, from any of the Abuſers of the Kings Bounty, as | 
have done. Inſomuch that after a Sentence of Death, for his 
Majelty;betwixt Three and Four Tears in Newgate;and a mat- 
ter of Seven and Thirty Years faithfnl Service to the Crown 
the Bread hath been taken out of my Mouth, and ina la 
proportion , ſhared amongſt ſome of thoſe very People 
that purſued the late King to the Block: Nor do I look 
for any more Advantage * the Future. This Reflection 
(by the way ) doth not concern any man that is now in Office 
at Court; and I hope there is enough ſaid already, to ac- 
quit me of any likelihood to be Partial in This matter. 
I muſt not (lip This Occaſion of bringing in a Caſe of late 
date; a Cale wherein all men of Letters are concerned, 
and not impertinent in This place, and That being done, 
I will proceed. 


Being defirons to 1, 710 particularly concerning this lar 
Deviliſh Plot, 18 x fe e 
wpan 


— => — en Enna 
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wpon the Trials in Court, as by word of Mouth from Credible perſons that 
were there preſent. After this, upon peraſal of the Printed Trials, I found 
ſeveral Grols Incoherences 3 (eſpecially in the Later of them) and very Ma- 
terial Miſtakes. As in that of My. Langhorn, Fol. 39, and 40. My. Lyd- 
cats name is nſed no leſs then Nine times, as one of the St. Omers Wit- 
neſſes, in ftead of Mr. Hall, to bis very great prejudice. 

Reflecling upon Theſe Errors, together with the almoſt Inextricable Dit 
ficulty of Ketrrving the Truth, aus of ſuch a Confuſion of Tautologies, and 
Forms 3 the Collection being ſo Bulky too, and the Particulars lying fo 
ſcattered, that it was next to the Work of a Reſurrection to ſet every part in 
its right place. I e my ſelf to my Friends, my Thoughts, and my Pa- 
pers, and digefted the whole TranſaGion into an Hiſtorical Narrative. And 
not in Dialogue neither; nor in the words, either of the Bench, the Wit- 
neſſes, or the Priſoners ; but in my Own ſtile and Way, and juſt in the 
Same Faun as Iman tell the Story. This Book I entitled, The Hiſtory 
cf the Plot, &c. made a Legal Aſhgnment of my Right w « Bookſeller, 
IT Authoriſcd bim to Print it, and be Imprinted i by the Authority of the 
Author : Some of the Pretenders to the Formal Trials, Arrcit my Bookſcl- 
ler, as an Invader of their Proptiety, and Threaten bim moſt wonderfully 
into the Bargain. He puts in Bail to the Action, aud there the Squabble 
reſts. They do not complain of any Imitation of their Copy, but take wpon 
them, as if no man elſi were to write upon That Subject. Ar this rate, we 
ſhall bave all Sermons forfeited to the Kings Printers, for Deſcanting upon 


Their Bibles; and all Books whatſoever, to the Company of Stationers, 


becauſe they are made out of the Four and Twenty Letters andthe ABC 
is Their Copy. Wheat « Scandal is this to the Commonwealth ot Letters? 
What a Cramp to Learning, and Induftry ? That if I have a mind to Cam- 

ile a Hittory, I muſt go to Forty little Fellows for leave, forfooth, to 

Vrite the Narrative of the Proceedings upon our Blefſed King and 
Martyr , the Brave Earl of Strafford, Archbithop of Canterbury ; with a 
hundred more Inſtances of the like nature, becauſe ſome or other of 
them bas Inrched, perbaps, a Copy of Their Triak. 

What if a man ſhould write the Battle of Jorcefter, and the Rin 
miraculous Eſcape, aftcr the Defeat , muſt he not mention the Thanſan? 
Pound that was fet upon his Mijeſtics Head, without leave of the 
Pinter that had the Þ;opzietp of the Pzoclamation that offered it ? 
Or if a Body would draw up a Syteme of Treaſon and Sedition, muſt ke 
goto the Publiſher of Bacons Gevernment, tor a Licenſe / 

I am the larger, becauſe it is Publick Caſe. And taky notice, Firlt, 
that the whole Story is drawn into leſs than a Sixth pert of Their Volume. 
Secondly, That there is not ſo much ax One Material Clauſe omitted in it, 

C Thirdly 
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Thirdly, That it is incomparably Plaincr, and more Intelligible then the 
other ; beſide the many Corrections in it. Fourthly, That it is Eleven 
Shillings ſaved; Theirs being rated at Thirtcen and Six pence,at the Loweſt 
Penny, and This onely at Halt a Crown, And ſo much for this. 


come now to an Examination of Two Libel; ; the moſt 
Audaciows and Virulent that have yet paſſed the Prefs. 
The Ove of them Entitled Omnia Comeſts à Belo; Or, Bel 
hath devoured all. The Other is called, My Lord Luca 
Speech. But take notice that my Exception lies to the Sup- 
plement or Appendix ; not concerning my felt at all with 
the Speech. 

The Former of theſe Papers is an Alluſion to the Story 
of Beland the Dragon : where the Prieſts and their Wives 
came in at a Back-dore, and conſume what was oftered to 
the Idel. It is Printed BELLO in ſtead of BELO; 
and the Miſtake is a great deal Righter then the Mean. 
ing: For it was, in Truth, the W A R that Devonred all; 
and the Good Old Cauſe (which was the Foundation of That 
War ) was, in effect, no better than a CHRISTIAN 
IDOL. It comes forth, as an Anſwer to the Firſt of 
Five Pretended Queſtions; which he ſets down at Length: 
and we will ſpeak of them in Order, as far as ſhall be 
ncedtul. 

Quzry 1. Whether the Great Cauſe of Impoveriſhing the 
Nation, Raize of Trade, and General Conſumption of Comfort, 
Settlement, and Content, which hath brought the Land to a 
meer Anatomy, be not the Pomp, Pride, Luxury, ExaGion, 
and Oppreſſuon of the Prelates * Pag. 3. He Concludes in the 
Aﬀermative. And Pag. 4. The Trading Stock of the Nation 

e ſays) is devoured in this Prelatical Gulph. 

But are weſo Miſerable then? And is the Hierarchy the 
Cauſe of all our Miſeries? Let us compare the Times 
a little, when we had Biſhops, and when we had None : 
For there is no Trial of the Truth and Reaſon of _ , 
like 
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like Experience. From 1558. (when £. Elizabeth came to 
the Crown) to 1641, we had a Continued Succeſſjon of a 
Proteſtant (or rather, a Reformed) Prelacy. And ſo from 
1660. to this preſent _ which is upward of 4 hundred 
Tears. And all this while the Government ſtood firm u 

its Ancient Baſs, The Goſpel flouriſhed, and the Subject 
enjoyed their Legal Liberties, under a Legal Adminiſtration, 
both in Church and State. From 1641, to 1660. Epiſcopacy 
was Out of Dores. Do but obſerve, now, what Havock 
was made in the State, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; in matter 
of our Religion, Liberties, and Properties, in That Interval, 
of onelv Nineteen Years : when an Ordinance was of more 
force then an A@ of Parliament : And our, Lives, Freedoms, 
and Eſtates, lay at the Mercy of the Tyrants of Athens, ina 
Derby-houſe Committee. But let us yet come cloſer to the 
Buſineſs. 

I would fain know what theſe men would be at, that are 
ſo — 1 unſatisſied with the Condition they are in. 
Would they be in the days of Queen Elizabeth again ; or 
of King James; or of the Late King # It nothing of This 
will content them; there is no other Choice left, but That 
of Rebellion. For whoſoever Traces the Hiſtory of theſe 
Male-contents, will find —— of Trade and Perſecution 
to have been their Conſtant Complaint, from the Reformation 
it ſclf. to this day. 

After the Patling of a General Sentence upon the Biſhops, 
as the Authors of all our Calamitics, he takes the whole to 
pieces, Treating Firſt, of the Revenues, Pomp, and State, 
of Prelates. And there he tells us of Two Provincial Arch- 
biſhops, with their Princely Retinue, Domeſtique Chaplains, 
Officers of Temporal Tithes, Spiritual Officers, Rar General, 

diam of the Spiritualities, Dean of the Arches, with al 
their Under-Officers and Attendants. 

To be as brief as poſſible: Firſt, Where is the Crime, 
or the Iniquity of all This Pomp and _— Or why ſhould 

2 not 
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not an Ess leſiaſtical Body have its Dignities and Dependex- 
ces, as well asa Civil Community £ There is no body envies 
my Lord Maior his Sword-bearer, his Mace-bearer, or any 
other Servant, or Enſign of his Preeminence and Office. For 
beſide that the very Splendor and Magzificence, creates and 
preſerves a Reverence for Authority. This Multiplicity and 
Subordination of Officers, is of abſolute Neceſſity allo; as 
ſubſervient to Order, and to the very Diſcharge of his Fun- 
Aion. The Second Queſtion is, Are theſe Officers eſtabliſhed 
by Law, or not # It by Law; This clamonr is an Arraignment 
of Kine, Lords, and Commons. Thirdly, It is not onely a 


gal Eſtabliſhment, but an Eſtabliſſ ment of many Ages, and 


continued without Interruption, till both Church and King- 
dom fell together. And then, in Lieu of Biſbops we had a 
Moti, Synod of State-Penſioners; Hirelings, to poiſon the 
Pulpits and the People; and to dicey the filly Maltitnde 
out of their Lives, Fortunes, Liberties, Duties, and Reli- 
gions : Men kept in Pay, to preach Thanksgiving Sermons, 
and to help out at a Dead Lift, towards the bringing of 
their Soveraign to the Scaffold. When they had preached 
and prayed the Kingdom into Blond and Diſobedience;, and 
held the Rabble ſeveral Years agog, and gaping after the 
Bleſſed Reformation ſo — promiſed them: Out 
comes at laſt the "= Conception of their Directory. (A kind 
of Spiritual Moon Calf.) But by this time, the King was 
as good as Loſt z and fo they fell preſently to ſharing of 
the Publique Revenues of Church and State. They Diſpatch 
their Prince, Enſlave the People, and there is an end ot That 
. Reformation : And it is the very Fellow of it, that they 
would have again. Was it not a Bled Exchange now, to 
be freed from the Prelatical Tyranny, and their Retinue, and 
to have ſuch Goſpel- Miniſters £ Generals, Majors, and Liew- 
tenant Generals, Plunderers, Sequeſtrators, Dccimators, Re- 
gicides, and Sacrilegiows Vſurpers ſet up in their ſtead 2 This 
Cuckoo-Song of Forty One, Forty One, Forty One, over and 


over, 
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over; were Il/-natured and Ridiculows, it the other Cuckoo- 
Song of Popery and Tyranny, Popery and Tyranny, and ac- 
companied with the Former Principles, over and over, had 
not made it abſolutely Neceſſary. 

His next Grievance is, The Eccleſtaſtical Courts : Court of 
Faculties, Court of Audience, Prerogative Court, Delegater, 
24 Biſbops Dioceſan, with their Trains, Domeſtick Servants, 
Chaplains, Officers, and Courts ; Chancellors, Regiſiert, Appa- 
rators, Proclort, Archdeacons, Commi(ſſaries, Officials, Surro- 
gatesz Their Lordly Palaces, Zee renities, Baro- 
nies, Ec. viis & modis amounting to at leaſt Four Hundred 
and Fifty Thouſand Pounds a Year : Enriching themſelves 

alſo) by Ordinations, Inſtitution, and Indufion ; by making 

ural Deans, Licenſes to Curates , School-maſters, Pariſh- 
Clerks, Phyſicians, Midwives, Marriages, by Abſolutions, by 
Commutation of Penance, Probates of Wills, Letters of Admi- 
iſtration, Preſentments, & c. Pag. 4,5. 

There is enough ſaid already to their Digrities and Of 
ficers ;, and ſo for their Courts, Fees, and Privileges : They 
are all of them of Ancient Right and Cuſtow. If they env 
the Biſbops their Revere, the Common People may as well 
ſet up a Leveling Trade again; ard fall upon al Eſtates - 
and Conditions of men that are better to live then them- 
ſelves. Why ſuch a Lord, Gentleman, Merchant, &c. 
have ſo many Hundred Thouſand Pounds « Year amongſt thens, 
and the Poor ready to fterve* Is not Money drawn into a 
few hands here, as well as there; and Their abundance, con- 
— the Cauſe of Our Want? Nay, the ſame Rea- 
ſon reaches the King, as well as the Church. So that Gods 
Providence to Some, mult be retidred an Injuſtice to Others. 
One would think by the Owt-Cry that all This went imme- 
diately out of the Peoples Pockets : whereas the Patri- 
mony of the Church is Setled and Confirmed by the Great 
Charter, of the Engliſh Liberties ; as firmly as any Freehold 
we have. There hath been always This Clamour againſt 
their 
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their Courts : But how was it with us, when they were 
put down 2 We had our Triers (in good time) Our Com- 
mittces tor Sequeſtration, Decimation Money upon the Pro- 
poſttions, the Sale of Iriſh Lands; Our Loans tor our Bre- 
thren the Scots; Our Committees for Crown and Church 
Lands : and a hundred other Inventions for the Beggerine 
and E»/laving of us, contrary to Law; by way of Commu- 
ting tor the Juriſdidion of Theſe Courts, according to Law. 
In ſtead of Licenſes to Preach, or Teach School, we had Se- 
— . and Impriſonments tor Preaching or Teaching ; 
unlels upon the Condi ions of Renoumc ing both the King, 
and the Church. In ſtead of Demanding Lawful Oaths, 
we were upon pain of Plunder, Confijeation, and Impriſon- 
men l. preſſed to Unlawful Ones; as Covenants, Negative Oaths, 
Oaths of Abjuration ; and not onely fo, but in direct Contra- 
did ion to the Oaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience ; 
to Double- hatch the Perjury, in Defiance of both our I- 
plicit and Explicit Obligations. Here is the ſhort of that 
Exchange. 

Upon his Computation of the Value and Dependences of 
the Eccleſraſtical State, he reckons ſome Ten Thouſand Per- 
ſons, one way or other, belonging to the Church And at 
leaft 450000 J. per ann. Fi In place of the Ten Thou- 
ſand Perſons he ſpeaks of, (who in another place (he ſayes ) 
bring nothing to the Stock ) what do ye think of an Army 
of 40000 men, wholly exempt from the Civil JuriſdiGion ; 
and onely Triable by Martial Law # Hiſt. Indepency, Pag. 
68. Part. 1. Or in ſtead of the Churches ſpending ſour or foe 
hundred Thouſand Pound a Year, of their — z What do ve 
think of the |Uſurpers ſpending above Forty Midiomt, in 45 
then ſeven Tears, of the Kingdoms money. Hiſt. Indep. Pag. . 
But of this hereafter. We had Then no longer the Eye- 
ſore before us, of the Prelats Lordly Palaces ; The Kings 
Palaces were likewiſe ſeized by the ſame hands : Our Chure 

ches turned into Stables, Our very Alters Robbed and Pro- 
8 faned. 
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aned. And, to go thorough ftitch, He whips up theClergy 
for their 1 — Rents and — 
Nay, their Canons, Vicars, Petty-Canons, Singing - mem and 
Boys, Choriſters, Organiſts, Geſpallers, Epiſtlers, and Virgers 
too: And all this, as idly, as it he talked in his (leep. 
Here he takes Breath, and at the Bottom of the 5. Page, 
romiſes a Catalogue of more Families Ruined, more Perſons 
/ iſoned , and an accompt of more Money ſpent, by the 
Cruelty ot the Prelats, then by all the Law-ſmts of England, 
all Payments and Taxes beſide: Except upon the late Ex- 
trao2dinary Occaſion, This Libel was Printed, as Ire- 
member, before the Great Plague. and now of late Reprinted 
over and over, and dated 1679. So that His late Extraoz- 
dinary Occaſion, is onely a Civiller way of Expreſſing 
Our late nary Rebellion, Something ſhall be 
ſaid to This By = — 1 Rhapſody 
His 6. Page, and a part of the 7.are a 
Grievances, Upon the Kings Reſtarration, the — 
of Church Lands were forced to Reſtore them, without any 
Compenſation. He makes it to be a hard Caſe, the Reſtoring 
ot them to the Right Owner , but ſays nothing of the B- 
ranny of Taking them from him. He tells us that the Ruſty 
Eccleſraſtiques, that neither ſerve our Lord Jelus Chriſt, wor 
their ntry, but their Own Bellies, (this is the Comple- 
ment he beſtows upon them) lord up the Mony that they 
extorted from the Subject by Fines, and have brought the Ni- 
tion to a Conſumption. I wonder how Church-Leaſes, that 
ate commonly the beſt Pexniworths ſhould be a Greater Grie- 
vance to the Nation, then Others that are ſet at higher 
Rates, which we hear no Complaint of at all. And I do not 
ſee how it conſiſts with his charge of Lx upon the Pre- 
lats, that upon ſo great Expence, there ſhould be no Crrow- 
lation of the Treaſure. I could tell him ot the Tinkifb Slaves 
Redeemed ; Their Bounties ro Miniſters Widows ; Their 
Publique Works, as The Oxford Theatre, the Reparation of 
Litchfield 
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Litchfield Cathedral, and the Re- edifying of ſuch of their 
Palaces, as the Iniquity of the late Times had demoli- 
ſhed, &c. To ſay nothing of the Common Right they have 
to diſpoſe of their Ows : or to the Secret Charities of many 
ofour Eminent Churchmen, who have too much Honour and 
Piety, to make Proclamation of it in the Market Place. But 
now comes a Lamentable Story. 

We have all our Able, Godly, Orthodox Miniſters turned 
out, Ruined, and Beggered, and no manner of Supply provided 
for the Maintainance of them and their Families : And in 
Their Rooms ( in many Places) a Company of Debauched, Il;- 
terate, Superſtitiows, Profane Prieſts ; which Blind Guides 
muſt needs lead them that follow them to Hell, Pag. b. 

the Reader obſerve the Phariſaical and Onmannerly 
Oppoſition betwixt his Ejeded Miniſters, and thoſe that were 
Introduced ; and then let him conſider the Right, and the 
Condition, both of the One and of the Other. This was the 
very Charater the Schiſmatiques gave our Learned, Pious, 
and Canonical Divines, when they turned them out of their 
Livings by Hundreds, contrary to Law, Honeſty, and Huma- 
nity it ſelf; and the ſame CharaGer with the Other, did 
They take upon Themſelves, that turned them aut : The In- 
cumbent Legally Inveſted in the Benefice; and the Other, an 
Are and Injuriow Dſurper. And what came of it ? 
The Shepherds were deſtroyed, and Wolves ſet to look to the 
Flock The Unity and Simplicity of Evangelical Truth was 
loſt and confounded , in a Componnd of Carnal Policy and 
Schiſm, We had as many Religions as Pulpits ; and the 
Doctrine of Rebellion Delivered in them, in ſtead of the Do- 
Frine of Salvation. 

He goes on, Damming all the Churchwardens for Perſecu- 
tors of the Goſpel, if they Preſent according to their Oaths ; 
and for Perjury, if they do not. If a Miniſter Preach with- 
out hir Canonical Garment : If any man goes from his Own 
Pariſh Church to hear a Sermon, &c. or work upon a Romiſh 
Holy- 
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Holyday 3 If he deer not ſtand up at the Creed ; nor Bow 
at ihe News of Jeſus 3 Or does not keep off his Hat all the 
while, he is Preſentable. 

Well, and what of all this? There is neither Life nor 
Limb, in the Caſe, if a man be Preſented. Here is for De- 
cency ſake, an Order, and That Order is ſupported by 
Authority; and Obedience in L awful Matters, deriving from 
a Lane Authority, is an Eſſential Duty both of a Subjed, 
and a Chriſtian, He ſeems onely to have Talked Idle all 
this while 3 but now he grows directly Outragious. 

We have gotten (faith he) moſt of the ſober Trading part 
of the Nation diſconraged by Citations, Excommunications, 

rits to take them Excommunicated ; Impriſonments upon 
Fceleſiaſtical Accompts 5 By this means Thouſands of Fami- 
lies are already ruined, and many Hundred; arc ready to leave 
the Land, and remove into ſome other Country, where they may 
have Liberty of Conſ-ience, and Freedom from theſe di vour ing 
Harpies, And then he tell us of our Surplices, Copes, Tippets, 
Cringings, out of the Romiſh Rituals, and « Service collected 
out of the Romiſh Books, the Maſs Brewiary, Cc. 
as not This the very Stile of the Petitions and Admo- 
nion to E. Elizabeth ? and ſo down to this Inſtant, Pray 
what did we get byit ; when to be caſed of This inſuppor- 
table Tyranny, the Nation was at the charge of 1140co |. 4 
Moneth to an Army? Hiſt. Indep. 66. Above One half of the 
Revenue of the K ingdom under Sequeſtration : 3008001. 4 
Year openly divided by the Faition among Themſelves ; beſide 
Private Jobs, and 20 Millions that they never accon- 
pted for. 110000 l. « Tear in Wages to elves 5 100000. 
a Tear more in Gratuities. Belide Free Quarter at pleaſure: 
Taxes Inmmerable; and all Under-band Corruptions. Above 
a Million and « half levied by Compoſitions; and then ſo 
cheap and deſpicable Slaves, in our Perſons, that Welſb Pri- 


Joners were ſold into Plantations at 2 pence a bead. For 


the Truth of all This, I refer.my felfto Mr, Walker in his Hi- 
D lor 
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Indlependency's a Knowing and a Well-read Pey 
ay Pers, 2095 4h , and a man of Crewzr. oP 

As to the Pamphletters Liberty of Conſeiewee : He would 
have the World belicve this Uniformity and Rule of Diſci- 
pline to be New, and Singular, and the Work onely of the 
preſent Age, and Biſhops. Whereas, wiivſoever will conſult” 
the Hiſtory of our Government, wilt find Thi Law to be 
a Moderation, which they call a Perſecution : Eſpecially at 
a time when the ſtridneſi is not exrcented. Under Edward 
the VI. the very Depraving of the Common Prayer, or Pro+ 
enring the U of any other in Open Prayer, was rol. to his 
Majeſty tor the Firſi Offerte; 201. forthe Second : And a 
Forfeiture of all Goods and Chattels, with Impriſcament du- 
ring Life tor the Third. And in the Fifth of the ſame King, 
there was Authorized an Eccleſtaſftital didim in theſe 
Caſes. & Maury repealed! this A. and in the Firſt of Q. 
Elizabeth, Q. Maries Ad was Repealed, and the Former AG? 
Confirmed; which was afterwards in the Five and Thirtieth 
of That Queens Reign, Exforced with more Rigour + to which 
She was neeeſſitated, by the Turbulence of that Spirit of 
Schifnr which (till ro This day is a working. Ning 
Jamcy handed it down to the late King, and he cominued 
it; till by a Torrent of Popular Viotence, the King himfelf, and 
the Government were Both over-borm: 

We bavegotter (faith he) a Swarm 7 — — Officer, 
which the Scripturer never knew, nor Reformed Churthes ever 
owned : A ſort of Proud — * all — of — 
y to Soul amd Body. Plegur, Fire, Sword, Oniverſal Heg- 
i 2 — — Merry, the Total Ruine of the 

Tam ſorry to hear that we have any Offreery which the 
Reformed Churches never ot: For theſe which we have 
in This Government" at preſent, we have had for ſeveral Axes: 
and when we ha# theſe Otheers' no longer, we had no lon- 
ger any Government: And Ther it was that W 

| etc 
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befel us. We have niege. bus Ove Thiel of anerber mayaf 
— and it coſt us Dear. | 

Tor 4 


Queſtion over again, concerning Os 
— ien; the Libellers Anjwer is, that the nant- 
——— Sins of the Land; as Ada 

— Idolatry, Heriarg, and content of od 


js 4 
lineſ: do 


' hard with Heaven to bring down deſolating Judg- 
ments : But the neareſt Cauſe of our Impoveriſbuents, _ 


from the Particulars afore mentioned.) He ſhould have 


well to have put in Rebeiliam too; which hath all other Sins 
in the Belly of it. But That is a Thing theſe people do not 
love to touch upon. To thereſt I have ſpoken more then 
enough already: and that which follows, is onely an la- 

rtinent Citation of Reflections upon Ii Brſbops, whence 
be — draw an Jzference that we are to have None 


© The Second of the Fe Sn eries betore mentioned is 
This, [Whether farce all other Reformed Churches in Europe 
did upon the Firſt — 19g and Departure from Papery 
caſt ont all Dioceſaw Bi 1 and Thing, Root and 
Branch, as az altogether Popiſh; together with all their 
Hier archical Appurtenances; do this day ice them no 
otherwiſe ; why did not, or doth not England alſo —— 
So that by Hook or by Crook, —— the Ni ops mul 
down, either tor Oppreſſuon, or opery ; the Exam- 

of al other Reformed Churches. We 4 — by This, 
what kind of Reformation we are to expect from Thoſe 
Þ that account the Church of Exzland to be 2 
We _ relently a tea down Altar: aga 
— of Char cher, R ling of Cs leger, and —— 


at ry ob over again ee ; which is no — to 
— Rebellion.” The Model of the 


Reformed — was the Juggle of the Covenant ; and 
the very Condition ofthe —— in the ſecond time, was 
our Owning of their Kirk tor the wo, 


Ie and decla- 
ring 
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ring for a Reformation of the Engliſh Church, according to 
the Scottiſh J. The Reformation doubtleſs was a Glo- 
rions Work; but there have been very 17 Things done un- 
der that Pretext, and in the wayto it: And it is no New 
Thing for God to be inthe Eud, and the Devil in the M ans. 
Beſide that, the Doclrine and Diſcipline of the Church of 
England is ſo pure, and Apoſtolical already, that there is no 
need of Double Refining it. 

His Third &»4ry is a Frank Propoſal, without any more 
ado, of taking all the Church Lands into the Crown ; and 
very Courteouſly he offers the Poor Cavaliers a Snip in 
the Booty. Does he conſider, that atter This Violence, an 
Emneliſhman hath nothing left him that is ſure and ſacred : 
And that as much as in him lies, he deſtroys us in our Li- 
berties, Conſciences, and Eſtates, all at a Blow. The Patri- 
mony ot the Church is Firſt, a Gift to God, and appropriated 
to his Serzice ; and therefore not to be touched : (They bave 
Robbed me, faith God, in the Prophet Malachy.) Or it it 
may, no man is ſure of the Eſtate he poſleſles, by the ſame 
Reaſon: For there is no better Title in Nature, then « 
Deed of Gift. Secondly , it is ſetled and Confirmed by 
Magna Charta ;, which ſays, that the Church of England fhal 
be frees, and ſhall have all her whole Rights and Liberties in- 
violable, (for ever.) Thirdly, the King binds himſelf by his 
Coronation Oath, to preſerve unto the Biſhops, and to the Chur- 
ches committed to their charge, all Canonical Privileges, and 
due Law and Juſtice; and to proted and defend them, as 
good King 2 to be a Protedor and Hale of the By. 


ſhops and Churches under his Government, So that here is 
Sacrilege, Common Right, and Perjuryin the Caſe. 

His Fourth Snery is, [ Whether in thoſe Kingdoms and 
States where Prelacy is extirpated, and a Preubytery onely re- 
tained, there be not as Godly,, Able, Orthodox Preachers, &. 
and as good Subjetr, as where — — +" His Laſt 
&-ery 1s onely a Political Pr 


pet upon the Power of 


Fraxce, 
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France, and nothing to the point in 1n.] To which 
I anſwer Ft, That I know noſuch K ingdoms as he ſpeaks 
of. Secondly , What if under a Prerbyterial Government, 
any Subject of That State ſhould move wiſe versd, for an Epi- 
ſcopal There, as he does Here for a Prerbyterial * How would 
it be taken? If there may be as good Preachers and Sub- 
jel; on the One fide, as on the Other; why ſhould we 
change the Government, to be onely where we were? 
Fourthly , It Two Archbiſhops, and 24 Biſhops Dioceſan be 
ſo great anOppreſſuon ʒ what would become of us in a Pres- 
bytery, when we ſhould have 9285 Popes, in ſtead of them? 
(Onc in Every Pariſh.) Fifthly, The Prerbyterial Princi- 
ples are purely Jeſmitical ;, and that would be but the ſetling 
of Popery under another Name. Sixthly, we have it upon 
Experiment, that the People will never indure Thew , nor 
They the Government. 


To come now to That Libel, which bears the Title of 
my Lord Lacas's Speech The Name of that Noble Lord is 
onely made uſe of for a Cover to thoſe Scandals upon the 
King, which, to have ſaved the lat drop of bloud in his 
Veins, he would not have been guilty of. It is true, that 
Offence was taken to the Liberty of the Speech it ſelf, and 
a Cenſure paſſed upon it; but it is not preſently for every 
Mutinous Incendiary to Arraign a Proceeding of Parlia- 
ment, and to call it Bede, Tage with other rude, and 
very unmannerly Expreſſions, in the Preface to the Rea- 
der. He ſays that God hath taken bim from am Angtattful 
Generation, And he ſays night in that; for 
there never was the fellow of it upon the face of the Earth. 
The Kings Friends (who are the onely People Oppreſſed) 
they fit (till, in Hope and Patience; while his Exearies that 


enjoy both the Advantage — and the Re- 
ward of their Services; Thoſe are the people that Complain. 
This Fadlion, to whom the King hath forgiven his 1 
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Bloud and his Own. (His Own, (I ay) for that Por at 
him and iſt, are as Guilty, as if they gy _ — 
heart ; and they that adi) ſed it, as thoſe that did the Exe- 
cution.) Theſe are the people, that in requital for their 
forfeited Lives, Liberties, an Fortunes, which his Majeſty 
frankly gave them, are now laying the fame Train for This 
King, by which They ruined the Laſt. The Bold Indig- 
nities of this Pamphlet are ſuch, as a Loyal Subject cannot 
Honeſtly ſo much as recite : It is neither better nor worle 
then a Feral Charge upon the King in Five and Twenty Ar- 
ticles, diſperſed with all the Malice, and Induſtry imagina- 
ble. The Scope of it is to poliels the people with an Opj- 
nion, that the King deligns the bringing in of Popery, and 
an Arbitrary Power ; with an Application of ſeveral parti- 
culars, to thoſe Ends. Now if theſe Afronts pals, without 
either Puniſhment, or Reply, who canblame the ſimple mul- 
titude, that know nothing more then what they read in a 
Pamphlet, for giving credit to them? And when they are 
once tainted with that deadly Jealowfe, who can blame them 
again, for doing W Things, that knowno better £ The Time 
is almoſt come, when honeſt men ſhall be put to death, and 
the very Murtherers think that they do God good Service. 
This was the miſtaken Zeal of the late Times; and we are 
even ready for it once again. The Two Calumaties where- 
upon thele people lay the greateſt ſtreſs, are Firſt, a Pre- 
tended | Apprebenſion of an Arbitrary Power; and Secondly, 
of an ſnclination to favour Popery. 

The imputation of any Diſpotition, or Deſign in his Ma- 
jeſty that now is, in favour of either Tyranny or Popery, is 
io groundleſs and incredible, to any man that hath' bur his 
Eyes in his head, that it would not be worth a Page of 
Paper, to ſhew the Error of it, were it not that we are deli- 
vered up to the Deluſion of believine things impoſſible, and 
doſrerming things Inviſible; and yet as Blind as Moles to mat- 
ters of clear and evident Demonſtration. 4 
" 241 I 


, 
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With what Face can'any man pretend an Appre of 
Tyranny from This Prince, wto-vety Mercy and * 
by the Extreme abuſe of it, hach created bis Mf, . 
Nay, the moſt ſpitetul of his Enemies cannot but acknow- 
ledge that there doth not hve any man that hart” lef#, of 
Gall and Rarcour, in his Nature: Befide'the Experiment 
his ——— Aa vr ſarier have had of his Quodueſi in Common 
with the reſt of his Subjects, upon the Criſs of his Reſtauru- 
tion. For when he might have made himſelf as al ſolute as 
he would ; when he had his Foes under his Fett; and ſome 
reaſons ot State, perhaps, to lay a firmer Foundation of his 
Frrare Security: 2 Tentlerneſs of Nature did yet (© far 
prevail upon him, above all other Conſiderations, that he 
uirted all thoſe Advantages; he Gere, and Forgave all 
that was poſſibleʒ to ſhew how much he prized a Dowinion 
over the Hearts of his People, above That of their Bodies 
and Eſt ates. 

Touching his affefjon to the Religion of the Church of 
England ; ſince it hath pleaſed God in his Infinite Wiſdom 
to permit, that his Majeſty ſhould be Calumniated upon 
That point; it is a ſingular Providence, that this ſhould 
happen in a unde, when the plain matter of Fad, 
and the Naked Hiftory of his Royal Proceedings, may ſuffice 
to the molt prejudicate, and the moſt obſtinate of his Ene- 
mies, as an Unanſwerable Confitation. It is every day 
more and more artificially Inſamated and improved ; eſpe- 
cially ſmce the Diſcovery ot the late horrid Deſign, and 
particularly in the Libel laſt mentioned, as if his Ma jeſty were 
not ſo carefu and zealous for the Suppreſſang and Prevent- 
ing of Popery, and for the Puniſbing of Delinquents, as is 
needful for the ſecurity of his Government. Nay, there 
ate ſome ſo daring, as to take upon them in Hint, and 
af ie to intimate the very Countenamcing of the Plot it 
jelf. If the — be not altoghther quick and ſan. 
gninary at ſome would have it, we ſhall onely ſay This; 
that 


l 
? 
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that Thoſe of all men, have the leaſt Colour to — 
of his Majeſties mant of Rigour, that ſtand indebted altea- 
dy for their Heads, and for their Fortunes, unto his Grace 
and Mercy. 

As to his Opinion of the Church of Rome, his Majeſty 
hath given the World ſo many and ſo ample Evidences of 
his dillike of That Communion; that every mans Conſcience 
as well as Reaſor, cannot but diſcharge him upon That 
point. It cannot be imagined, that in his late Troubles and 
Exile, he wanted cither Arguments, or Solicitations, either 
in point of State or of Religion; and the moſt PR too, 
that could be found out, to work upon either 
or his Neceſſitie,: And yet no Temptations, cither on the 


One hand, or on the Other, had any farther Operation upon 


his Majeſties Judgment, then by caufing a ſtricter Enquiry 
into the Subject in debate, to confirm him (till more and 
more in the Truth of his _ ion. In ſo much, that in 
the Loweſt and moſt hopeleſs State of his Diſtreſſes, he 
choſe rather to abide all Extremities, then to depart, in any 
Tittle, from the Faith of the Reformed Communion. 

Now his Majeſty having given this Earneſt of his ſted- 
faſtneſs to the Religion of the Church of England during his 

niſhment ; and ſhewing that neither Fear nor Deſpair 
could ſhake him in his Reſolutions; it were a ſtrange thing 
for him now to relinquiſh That Cauſe in Oppoſition to his In- 
_ which when it might have turncd to his Temporal 
Advantage, no Perſecution or Flattery could ever prevail 
upon him to do, I might add to all This, that he hath 
ſteered the ſame Courſe in all his Devotions both Publique 
and Private, and that the Maintainance of This Church 
hath been Undeniably the Scope of all his Deliberation, 
and Councils, in all Religious Concernments, ſince his Bleſſed 
Return. 

But it is not enough, in all Caſes, for a Prince to be Ten- 
der and Innocent, in the matter of Religion; Witneſs the late 
Pious 


is Conſcience, , 
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Piow and yet Unfortunate Prince. For whereſoever this 
Incantation takes place, the Sinews of Government are Los- 
ſened, the Sacredneſs of Order Diſſolved, and all Obligations 
cancelled, as well Moral as Divine. And notonely ſo; but 
the very Shadow and Imagination of it, frights people into 
Lakes and Precipices, and tranfports them with Parique 
Terrors, into the Execution of the very Miſchiefs they fear. 
So that his Majeſty hath two main Difficulties to encounter 
at once: The Ore to Maſter the Plot it ſelf; the Other to 
Temper and Sweeten the Paſſions of men, zealows in the con- 
trary Extreme: that no luconvetience may ariſe from 
Their M.ſapprebenſiom of Things another way. 

According to theſe Meaſures, his Majeſty hath governed 
his Courſe throughout the whole Tract of This Affair; 
leaving no means.unattempred, that might probably give 
light to the Bottom of This Tragical Deſign : He hath gi- 
ven all forts of Encouragement to Informations, by Counte- 
nance, ProteFion, and Reward : The Depoſition: have been 
formally taken before his Majefty, and his Privy Council; 
and the Evidences ftri#ly weighed and examined; and from 
thence afrerward heartily recommended , and faithfull 
Tranſmitted to the Two Houſes of Parliament ; as the — 
Rational Method, for the Common Satisſadlion both of King 
and People. 

Neither hath his Majeſty been wanting on his Own part 
in a Vigorows Concurrence with the Two Houſes, to do all that 
in him lay, toward the Suppreſſing of Popery , the ſeizing 
and ſecuring of Popiſh Recuſants;, and providing more effe- 
Qually, by the beſt means that could be deviſed, for the 
Maintainance and Eſtabliſhment of our Religion : Having 
iſſued out divers Proclamations, and done ſeveral other 
Publique Act, upon the Motion and Advice of his Two 
Honſe: of Parliament, to the Ends aforeſaid ; even to the 
takiag my from the Popiſh Lords their Ancient Right of 
Seſſcon in the Houſe of Peers; and diſabling all Papiſts 

E hat- 
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whatſoever, to all purpoſes whatſoever, from any Advanta- 
ges in the Government. 

And if it be not yet enough, that in this Dangerous 
Juncture, his Majeſty hath walked hand in hand, and kept 
pace with his Two Houſes of Parliament; it may be juſtly at- 
firmed, that he hath in ſome degree even ſupererogated in 
This matter; and added an Exceſs of Aﬀedion to the Con- 
ſcientiows Diſcharge of his Princely Care and Fundion. Of 
This, we might give ſeveral Inſtances; but one ſhall 
lerve for all, in his Majeſties Speech to both Honſes of Par- 
liament, on Saturday Nov. 8. 1678. where he quickens the 
Two Houſes themſelves, in theſe words; I do deſire you 
(faith his Majeſty ) to think on ſome ready means for Convidlion 
of Popiſh Recuſants, and to expedite your Connſels, that the 
World may ſee our Unanimity; and that I may have the Op- 
portunity to let you ſee how ready I am to do any thing that 
may give ſalisfaTion. 


After This demonſtrative Clearneſs on his Majeſties ſide, 
let uscaſt an Impartial Eye the Other way, and ſo conclude. 
Was not This the very Charge upon the late King? and 
was there cver any Prince that lived more faultleſs * Was 
not the Care of the Proteſtant Religion, pretended; and 
was not all Religion, in a manner, ſubverted Was not the 
K ings Honour, and Safety, the Pretext of a Solemn Covenant ? 
and was he not delivered up by the Same Covenant, to his 
very Executieners £ What a Clamour there was about Mag- 
na Charta, the Engliſh Liberties, and a Reformation, — 
of ſome Excreſcences (as they called them) in the Church 
and State? And did not this ſpecious Flouriſh conclude 
ina Total Extindion of Law, Freedom, ard Government :? 
Were not the ſame Arenments uſed Then as Now ? Are not 
the ſame Artifices ot Libelling Authority practiſed Now, which 
were Thens And are not the People poiſoned the ſame 
way This Year, that they were the Laſt? In ſhort; Is not 


High- 
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High-gate the way to St. Albans ſtill? So certainly are we 
now running the ſame Stage over again. Was there not a 
Time when St. Pauls was turned into a Garriſon? When 
Apprentices cancelled their mn Indentures, and had them 
renewed again by an Ordinance * When for fear of Red- 
coats in the Clouds, the Credulous Multitude brought them, 
like Ag Plagues, into their very Pots and Diſbez. 
Oh! but do you think (they cry) that Theſe Godly People 
will ever touch the King? How many well meaning Peo- 
ple thought, the ſame thing before, and yet contributed to 
the deſtroying of their Soveraign not knowing what they 


did. Bt not deluded, 


Immediately after the ſending of what is above-written, 
to the Preſs, comes out a Pamphlet, entitled England: Safe- 
ty, Or the Two Unanimous Votes of the laſt Good Parliament, 
concerning the D. of York being a Papiſt, Oc. 

I have ſo great a Reverence, as well for the Honour of 
the Conſtitution of Parliaments, as for the Perſonal Loyalty 
of the Members of our late Great Repreſentative, that I can- 
not but take notice of the Abuſe, which is Firſt, put upon 
That Iuſtriows Convention it ſelf; and afterward, upon the 
People, in This Libel.lt makes the Houſe of Commons to be the 
Parliament : But neither did thoſe worthy Gentlemen claim 
to themſelves a Full Parliamentary Pomer, to the Excluſion of 
any other Legal and Eſſential Concurrence : Nor will they 
take it well to be ſo much Mziſ-repreſented. And then, it 
is as great an Abuſe, on the Other hand, to the whole Na- 
tion For if This Opinion be ſwallowed once, the People 
will be apt to take Ordinances again, for Laws. So thatthe 
Title is in a great Mzſtake upon Point : And now that 
the Reader may not incur almoſt as Great a one, on the 
other hand, in another; Lei it be obſerved that the Women 
in whoſe Name this Pamphlet is publiſhed, is ſo far from 
being a Hell Viller to the Kings Perſon, or Government, that 
from 


e as A. wv... 
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AY 


” from the dine of his Nhjeſtics Kcſtduracion, it hath Beet 
— — promote all Spirefal and Scan- 
lows Bawks, and Papers, againſt both Chureb and Stute. 
To theſt Pretended Votes, I can tay nothing, whether 
Theor Kalſe ; but This I am ſure of, that Debates of That 
— — ance, ought not to be made Publique; 
nor 


ng can be more Derogatory to the Dit of that 
Great Body; then (as the Faſhion hath been of late) for 
every 'Pedant, and Mechanique, to ſet up the Trade of 
Teaching Parliamemt- mem their Leſſons. 

The Subject of his Royal Highnefſes's Succeſſion to the 
Crown, is made the Common Theme ot the Preſs: And I do 
not preſume to —_— the matter, either Pro or Con, as it is 
a Caſe out of my Province: But (till I am at * to 
aſſert the Duty of a Free - born, and of a Faithful Subject ; 
and to A that I have not found any one Argument in 
any of theſe Libels, which in a Natural Conſequence does 
not likewiſe 'reach the King : whom God preſerve, and in 
Merey keep all his Sabje#sim Due Obedience. 
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